County Commissioners of Charles County

PROCLAMATION 2023-02
National Mentoring Month

WHEREAS, January 2023 will mark the 21* anniversary ol National Mentoring Month, an annual campaign to focus
attention on the need lor mentors, as well as how cach ol us can work together to increase the number of mentors to
help ensure positive outcomes [or our young people; and

WHERESAS, Charles County honors volunteer mentors who support young people by showing up for them every
day and demonstrating their commitment to helping them thrive; and

WHEREAS, during the COVID-19 pandemic, mentoring programs have stepped up to [ill gaps for young people
and families, connecting them with resources and ensuring that mentoring reladonships continue virtually to ensure
that physical distancing does not mean social disconnection; and

WHEREAS, mentoring plays a pivotal role in career exploration and supports workplace skills by helping young
people set carcer goals, equipping mentors with the skills needed to support the prolessional growth of young people,
and drives positive outcomes for young people and businesses; and

WHEREAS, students who meet regularly with their mentors are more than 52 percent less likely than their peers to
skip a day of school and youth who face an opportunity gap but have a mentor are 55 percent more likely to be
enrolled in college than those who did not have a mentor; and

WHEREAS, youth who meet regularly with their mentors are 46 pereent less likely than their peers to start using
drugs and 27 percent less likely to start drinking; and

WHEREAS, the celebration of National Mentoring Month emphasizes the importance of mentoring, raises
awareness and recognizes with praise and gratitude, the many citizens alrcady involved in mentoring while
cncouraging others to volunteer as mentors.

NOW, THEREFORE, WE, THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF CHARLES COUNTY, MARYLAND, do
hereby proclaim January 2023 as NATIONAL MENTORING MONTH in Charles County and recognize and
acknowledge the importance of mentorship programs.

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
CHARLES COUNTY, MARYLAND
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