Regular Meeting of C-oun_tv Coinmissioners
Tuesday, September 24, 2019

The regularly scheduled meeting of the County Commissioners was convened at 2:03 p.m. with the
following persons in attendance:

Reuben B. Collins 1, Esq., President, County Commissioner:
Bobby Rueci, Vice President, County Commissioner
Gilbert O. Bowling, III, County Commissioner

Thomasina O. Coates, M.S., County Commissioner
Amanda M. Stewart, M.Ed., County Commissioner

Mark Belton, County Administratoi

‘Wesley Adams, County Attorney

Carol A. DeSoto, Acting Clerk to the Commissioriers

Open Session _
Commissioner Collins called the meeting to order and led the pledge of allegiance

Recognition: Proclamation 2019-36 - Charles County Opioid Overdose Awareness Day
The Commissioners proclaimed September 24, 2019 as Charles County Opioid Overdose Awareness
Day. Proclamation 2019-36 was received by members of the Charles County Department of Health.

Recognition: Citation - Charles County Sheriff's Correction Qfficers CFC Eric Keys and CPL
Phillip Norris _ _ _

The Commissioners presented Officers Eric Keys and Officer Phi'I'Iip Nerris, Charles County Sherif!’s
Correction Officers with citations honoring their courageous act of heroism to save the lite of an
injured woman,

Recognition: New Emplovec Introductions; Employee Years of Service (August and Séptember)
and Retirees

Tlie Commissioners recognized new employees; those employees celebrating milestone years of
service and retirees in the months of August atid September 2019.

Commissioners’ Comments
There were no comments.

Approval of the Minute_s of September 17, 2019
A motion was'made by Commissioner Bowling, seconded by"‘C:ommis_sioner Coates and passed, with
all Commissioners present, voting in favor to-approve the minutes.of September 17,.2019.

Notice of Tentative Agenda of October 1, 2019
Ms. Carol DeSoto, Acting Clerk, announced the tentative agenda for October 1, 2019.

Approval Items

Ebuds:

FY2020 Budget Transfer Request #7201 Land Acquisition

Mr. Jake Dyer, Chief of Budget, Department of Fiscal and Administrative Services,-explained that this

transfer would move funding from the FYI6 Rural Legacy Progiam to the FY20 Apricultural

Preservation Program for the acquisition of a conservation easement of a properly- located in Nanjemoy

contiguous with property owned by the Nature Conservancy. This property is lodated within a high
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priority area of preservation. The Ag_'rficuliural. Land Preservation Advisery Board voted to trangfer the
funding from the Rural Legacy Capital Improvement Program (CIP) to the Agricultural Preservation
account. ' '

A motion was made by Commissioner Bowling, seconded by Commissioner Rueci and passed, with all
Commissioners present, voting in favor to approve FY2020 Budget Transfer Request #7201 Land
Acquisition for two hundred thousand dollars ($200,000.00).

FY2020 Budget Transfer Request #7214 Stoddert Construction

Mr. Jake Dyer, Chief of Budget, Department of Fiscal and Administrafive Services, explained that this
transfer would cover the remaining contract value for the General Contractor for the Stoddert
Renovation Project. There is available funding in the Board of Education Contingency-Inflation
Project.

A motion was made by Commisstoner Bowling, seconded by Commissioner Stewart and passed, with
all Commissioners present, voting 1 favor to approve FY2020 Budget Transfer Request #7214
Stoddert Construction for two hundred and forty-six thousand dollars ($246,000.00).

Budget Information:

Fimnd Balance Policy _ _
Ms. Jenifer Ellin, Director, Fiscal and Administrative Services, reviewed the few redlirie changes to the
Fund Balance Policy.

A motion was made by Commissioner Coates, seconded by Commissioner Rucci and passed, with all
Commissioners present, voting in favor to approve the changes to the Fund Balance Policy.

Fiscal Year 2021 Budgef Calendar
Mr. Jake Dyer, Chief of Budget, Depaitment of Fiscal and Administrative Services, explainéd that the

first step to the FY2021 Budget process was the apploval of the twe (2) budget calendars. Mr. Dyer
read the proposed FY2021 Budget Calendars.

A motion was made by Commissioner Coates, seconded by Commissioner Bowling and passed, with
all Commissionérs present, voting in favor to approve the Fiscal Year 2021 Budget Calendais.

Standard Operaling Procédure:
Ms. Danielle Mitchell, Associate County Attorney, II, reviewed the redline changes to the proposed
Standard Operating Policy (SOP) State Annual and Local Legisiative Package-Process/Guidelines.

Commissioner Stewart commented that al} the re‘qu‘este'd revisions were reflected in this redline version
of this standatd operating policy.

A motion was made by Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Commissioner Coates and passed, with all
Commissionets present, voting in favor to approve the Standard Operating Policy: State and Local
Legislative Package-Process/Guidelines-CP.CAT.01.001.



Resular Meeting of County Cominissioners
Tuesday, September 24, 2019.

Letters:

Draft Reimbursement Letter -Holly Hall

Mr. Wes Adams, County Attorney, explained that he was séeking approval for the wording of this
letter which would refund five hundred and eu:,hty-i ive thousand dollars ($585.000,00) for the
termination of the Development Rights and Responsibilities Agreement (DRRA) for Holly Hall
Subdivision. He said that if this letter was approved and is accépted by the developes then a pitblic
hearing should be held.

Commissioner Stewart questioned if the original DRRA agreement has a provision to refund the
DRRA. She questioned the original date of this DRRA and when it would.expire.

Mr. Adams responded that there is no obligation to refund the DRRA to the developer and that this
otiginal agreement was signed over ten years ago and would expire in twelve years, 2019. He
explained that this request is different since the land will not be developed. The property. will be
preserved.

Commissioner Stewart continued to veice her concerns that this would open the line for other
developers and that o policy was. presented that the County that would allow giving back this money.
She felt that this was not the- proper way-to present this since it was a larger conversation and nof just
one landowneér,

Mr. Adams clarified that the legal ramification was that there was no legal obligation to refund the
money. It would be.a policy decision not a legat decision. From a policy perspective, this sitnation was
incredibly unique.

Commissioner Bowling read the proposed letter out loud and stated that it would not transfer the
DRRA and would put the land in preservation. He felt that this would be best for the County.

Commiissioner Rucci felt that the County was not losing anything since it did not cost the County
anything to hold this money.

Commissioner Stewart explained that it was not this property or land that was the issue: She could not
support this decision since it was not based on any -written policy.

A motien was made by Commissioner Rucei, seconded by Commissioner Bowling and passed, with
Commissioneérs Rucei, Bowling, Coates and Collins present, voting in favor to approve the draft
reimbursement lctt_er—Holly Hall-as drafted. Commissioner Stewart was opposed. Aroll call vote was.
taken with Commissioner Bowling-yes; Commissioner.Stewart-no; Commissioner Coates-yes,
Commissioner Rucci-yes; and Commissioner Collins-yes. The motion passed four (4) to one (1).

Letter of Support- Southern Maryland Agriculiural Devél’opmenr Commission (SMADC)
Commissioner Bowling explained that this letter of support is requesting the Governor for level
fundmg for the Southern Maryland Agricultural Development Commission’s Fiscal Year 2021 budget.
This would be the same amount collected every year,

A moftion was made by Commis_sioncr-BOWIin'g_,- seconded by Comimissioner Rueci and passed, with all
Commissioners present, voling in favor to approve the Letter of Support for the Southern Maryland
Agrnicultural Development Commission (SMADC).
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Letter of Request-Governor’s Budget

Mr. Mark Bélljo_n, County Administrator, reviewed notes on his discussion an September 17, 2019, in
which the Commissioners were informed 6f the opportunity fo-make a request for considération in the
Governor’s budget submission to the General Assembly. He reviewed the three (3) options for
consideration: '

1. Funds to be used toward a Visitor’s Center for the Mallows Bay National Marine Sanctuary
2. Rich Hill Farmhouse.
3. Route 301 Interchange.

A motion was made by Commissioner Bowling to request funds for option one (1). He latet withdrew
his motion,

Commissioner Stewart felt that eption three (3) the Route 301 Interchange had a huge implication and
will show the Governor that Charles County needs the Route 301 Interchange. She felt the other
projects were important but could be worked on in the County and through the Capital Improvement
Program (CIP) during the budget process. She felt the Route:301 project would align with the
Governor’s fundi ng of transportation and to help build the economy in our County.

Commissioner Collins added that no money was guaranteed. He looked at the practicality of eption one
(1) but felt Commissioner Stewart was persuasive: He agreed and felt persuaded by our own need and
felt that option three (3) was an extremely important priority.

A motien was made by Commissioner Rucci, seconded by Commissioner Stewart and passed, with all
Commissioners present, voting in favor of option three:(3), the Route 301 Interchange.

Commissioners’ New Business.
There was no new business: discussed.

*Break 3:24 p.m. -3:33 p.m.

Worlk Session: 2020 State Legislative Proposals

The Commissioners were joined by members-of the Charles County Delegation, Senator Arthur Ellis,
Delegate Edith Patterson, Delegate CT Wilson and Delegate-Debra Davis, to discuss proposals.
presented at the September 10, 2019 Public Hearing on the:2020 State Legislative Proposals. Ms.
Danie_[l_e Mitchell, Associate County.Atlorney, I1, read each proposal for consideration to include in the
Charles County Legislative Package. During the discussion it was clarified that proposals that have
statewide implications would not be considered for the Charles County Legislative package, Only
Charfes County proposals. '

1. Medical Marijuana Use inq Correctional Facility.
The Commissioners requested that this proposal be brought back on October 1, 2019 for-further
discussion and consideration.

2. Service of Emergency Commitment Orders.
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‘The Commissioners fequested that this proposal be brought back on October 1, 2019 for further
discussion and consideration.

3. Transparency of Extreme Risk Protective Orders.
A motion was made by Commissioner Rueci, seconded by Commissioner Coates and passed,
with all Commissioners present, voting in favor te not include this proposal in the Charles
County Legislative Package.

4. Rural Planning and Zoning Task Force - Amend Maryland Public Safety Code §12-308 (e} to
allow Charles County to join ten (10) other Maryland counties and opi-in fo legislation which
allows certain agritourism buildings ceriain exempiions from building codes.

A motion was made by Commissioner Bowling, seconded by Commissioner Rucei and passed,
with all Commissioners present, voting in {avor to include this proposal in the Chatles County
Legislative package.

5. A4 proposal 1o amend §11B-104(c) of the Real Property Article, Annoted Code of MD to allow
the Homeowners Association Dispute Review Board (HOADRB) to enforce GOVERNING
DOCUMENTS of the Homeowners Association (HOA), instead of “recorded covenants of
restrictions ™ ... |

This is a Statewide issue.

6. Southern Marylarid Carousel Group - Legislative request for no march grant of $300,000 10 fund
Southern Maryland Carousel and wood carving center.
This is'a Bond Bill which the Charles County Delegation will consider at the Public Hearing on
QOctober 15, 2019.

7. Southern Maryland Carousel Group - Amendment to A'ur}iorfzing act to extend the termination
date of the existing grant in the amount of $25, 000, originally approved in 2012 and known.as
GO62.

This is a Bond Bill which the Charles County Delegation will consider at the Public Hearing on
‘Qctober 15, 2019.

8. A proposal to re-iniroduce H.B. 1051 — Charles County — Landlord and Tenant — Repossession
: for Failure to Pay Rent — Procedures, introduced by Del. Wilson in 2019 Session of Md Generadl
Asseribly.
A motion was made by Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Commissioner Rucci and passed,
with all Commissioners present, voting in favor to not include this proposal in the Charles
County Legislative Package.

9. A Proposal to support the Veterans Medical Marijuana Safe Harbor Act
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Tt was decided that this was a Statewide issue. It was suggested that the National Association of
Black Veterans follow-up with the TriCounty Council of Southern Maryland.

10. 4 proposal fo establish cominuter iransportation service to/from Veterans Administration.
It was decided that this was a Statewide issue. It was suggested that the National Association of
Black Veterans follow-up with the TriCounty Council of Southern Maryland.

Charles County NAACP late additions, not-numbered:

o A proposal to give Commissioner Line-liem VETQ Power for any New Budget ltems not in
line with good order for the County without substantiated documentafion and or Dala to
support-the need for funding.

o A j)ropo.'s*a! fo meet certain requirements before funding appiroval, to include data,
Justification, anid public hearing.

e A proposal to implement an independent oversight commiltee to supervise, manage and
update the Commissioners and the Communil y an disciplinary actions taken by ceres
involving PreK-2nd grade students.

It was decided that these are issues that should be handled within the County with the duly

elected Board of Education.

11. 4 Proposal to Provide Broadband to All Parts of Charles County Noi Currently Serviced,
Funded by Legislation That Will Allow Slof Machines Qver the Water of the Potomac River.
A motion-was made by Commissioner Bowling, secanded by Commissioner Rucei and passed,
with all Commissioners present, voting.in favor to include this proposal in the Charles county

Legislative package.

12. 4 proposal to amend Alcoholic Beverage Article, § 2-216 Ann. Code of MD 10 allow owners of
small family farm wineries to also have an ownership interest in a small family-owned business
estahlishment that sells aleohol.

A motion was made by Commissioner Bowling, seconded by Commissioner Rucci and passed,
with all Commissionets preserit, voting in favor to include this proposal in the Charles County
Legislative package.

Senator Ellis and Delegate Wilson agreed to cross file this legislation.

13. A proposal to introduce new legisiation that would require all retail liqguor establishments in
Charles Co unty 1o post a warning abouf the dangers of over-consumption of alcohol, which
leads to DUIDWI arrests. and accidents. '

A motion was made by Commissioner. Bowling but withdrawn when it was. determined that this
issue would be addressed in the County.
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30.

31.

A proposal to establish the. Charles County Special Taxing Districts, specifically with regard to
the financing of convention cerilers, conference centers and visitors’ centers, simildr to that
contained in HB 616, PG 428-07, Page 3, Paragraph 5 Section-ii, Subsection 1 2,3 and 4,
allowing for the financing q'f"the construction and mainterance of meeling and events facilities,
as well as the marketing of said facilities.

A motion was made by Commissioner Stewart, seconded by Commissioner Rucci and passed,
with all Commissioners present, voting in favor to include this proposal in the Charles C.o:unty
Legislative package.

Economic Development Staff will provide Delegate Wilson the study related to this proposal.

A:proposal requiring certain property owners:io convey rights-of-way easemeénts to the Counity
for maintenance of roadway, installation and maintenance of water, sewer, stormwater
inanagement, drainage, or broadband infrastructure within the right-of~-way under certain
clroumstances,
The Commissioners requesied that this propesal be brought back on October 1, 2019 for further
discussion and consideration.

The’:fbllOWing proposals were submitted by Delegate Debra Davis who stated that these were Statewide
issues and would be discussed with the Charles County Delegation on Octeber 15,2019:

Proposal 1o elect school board members by resident District, i.e., similar to Commissioner districts:
propose one (1) representative from each Commissioner District and three (3) at-large repirésentatives.

Propose minimum. education standard for school board members.
Limiting powers of school resource officers.
Prefrial diversion,

Return of Sales Tax on “deposits.”

At the conclusion of this work session, Commissioner Collins stated that the Closed Session items scheduled for
today would be rescheduled for October 1, 2019.

Closed Session **Rescheduled

*Bréak 5:36 p.m.- 6:02 p:in.

Public Hearing: Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program Haven of Hope

Ms. Dina Barelay, Director, and Ms. Patri¢ia King, Community Development Administrator, Departmert of
Community Services, explained that this public hearing was to fulfiil a requirement for the Department of Housi
and Community Development, to hold a second and final public hearing on two (2) projects that received funds
from the Community Developmert Block Grant Pr ogram (CDBG). The purpose of this second public hearing i
for-a brief project update to inform the public about the utilization of CDBG funds received in the County, but

9
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does nol reqitive any action by the Board of County Cominissioners.

Ms. Barclay went on to explain that the Community Development Block Grant funds in the amount of
three hundred and nine thousand dellars ($309,000.00) were provided for the acquisition of a single
family home in L.a Plata. The home is being operated by Lifestyles of Maryland to offer supportive
housing for families who are homeless or at imminent risk of homelessness due to domestic violence.
The property acquisition was completed at settlement with a local title company in December 2018.
Ongoing performance reports from Lifestyles are required 1o meet the obligations of the grant, such as the
number-and demographic profile of persons who are housed at this location and services provided to-them.
She explained that the issues of domestic violenee can be a very complex issue with many social
implications, so there is also a requirement for Lifestyles to provide case management support to all
participating families, in addition to the housing. She mentioned that Ms. Washington was here for
prograinmatic.questions, if needed.

There were no comments from the public.

A motion was made by Commissioner Coates, seconded by Commissioner Stewart and passed, with all
Commissioners present, voting in favor to close the public hearing.

Public Hearing: Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program Waldorf Senior Center

Ms. Dina Barclay; Director, and Ms. Pafricia King, Community Development Administrator, Department of
Community Services, briefed the Commissioners on the second final public hearing on the project that received
funds from the Communily Development Block Grant Program (CDBG),

Ms. Barclay explained that Department of Community Services received eight hundred thousand dollars
($800,000.00) toward the acquisition of a thirty thousand (30,000) square foot building, located at ninety (90)
Post Office Road in Waldorf. Eligibility for these CDBG funds was contingent upon operating a fully functiona
Senior Center. The County is required to provide ongoing performance statistics-on the number of low-income
older adults served at the Center. The departmeént collects this type of data at all Senior Centers. but will now
submit these statistics to Maryland Department of Housing-and Community Development (DHCD) to meet CDF
requirements, in addition to its usual reporting. This facility is.more than a Senior Center. The new Waldorf
Center will serve persons of all ages through the partnership with Department of Recreation, Parks, and Tourism-
Recreation Division. She shared that the Center opened to the public this month and is already buzzing with
activity. She stated that when employees arrived shortly. before opening time on the very first day, there were

“about twenty (20) eéxcited senior participants anxious to enter the Center. By mid- -morning on the first day, the
multi-purpose toom was ‘at about two thirds (2/3) capacity, and there were ninety (90) people registered for the
daily lunch program. She mentioned that the official ribbon cutting will be on October 8§, 2019.

There was one (1) comment from the public.

A motion was made by Commissionér Stewart, seconded by Commissioner Coates and passed, with all
Commissioners present, voting in favorio close the public hearing.

Public Hearing: Zekiah Wat'ershed Ru ral_-_ Legacy Area Program Exp ansion _
Mr. Charles Rice, Program Manager, Department of Planning and Growth Management explained the Maryland
Rural Legacy Program and how the Charles County’s Rural Legacy Area Zekiah Watershed was designated. He
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Explained that the reasons for the proposed expansion was due to waning interest from property owners within t
Existing area; strong interest in Allen’s Fresh/Cobb Neck Region; existing zoning and Tier Maps support land
Conservation; it falls directly within the Priority Preservation Area; and increasing State Funds available. He als
Noted that that the Agricultural Land Preservation Advisory Board unanimously supports this expansion. If this
Expansion is approved the grant application for expansion is due to Department of Natural Resources (DNR) in
February 2020.

*Commissioner Stewart lefi the Dias at 6:51 p.m.

There were twenty-three (26) people from the public who provided comments.

A motion was made by Commissioner Bowling, seconded by Commissioner Coates and passed, with
Commissioners Bowling, Coates, Rucci and Collins present, voting in favor to keep the record open for fourteen
(14) days. *Commissioner Stewart was not present for the vote.

A motion was made by Commissioner Coates, seconded by Commissioner Bowling and passed, with
Commissioners Coates, Bowling, Rucci, and Collins present, voting in favor to close the public hearing.
*Commissioner Stewart was not present for the vote.

At 7:19 p.m., a motion was made by Commissioner Coates, seconded by Commissioner Rucci and passed, with

Commissioners Coates, Rucci, Bowling, and Collins present, voting in favor to adjourn. *Commissioner Stewari
was not present for the vote.

P

Carol A. DeSoto, Acti;lg Clerk Reuben B. Collins, II, Esq., President




