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Name

Nancy Schertler

Address

14725 Banks O'Dee Rd
Newburg, Md 20664

Phone

(202) 255-2324

Email

nschertler@gmail.com

Are you:

Neutral

Comment

Please see 2 uploaded files: 5-10-2024 Docket 250 testimony and March 7, 2007 Critical Area Commission
Supplemental Panel Report

Upload File(s)

5-10-2024 Docket 250 testimony.docx
3-07-2007 Critical Area Staff Report Final.pdf
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Charles County, MD
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JURISDICTION:

PROPOSAL:

COMMISSION ACTION:

PANEL MEMBERS:

CRITICAL AREA COMMISSION

SUPPLEMENTAL PANEL REPORT

HNAL

March 7,2007

Charles Coxmty

Amendment - Villages at Swan Point Growth Allocation

Vote

Gary Setzer (Chair), Judith Evans, Frank Dawson, Louise
Lawrence, Pete Gutwald

PANEL RECOMMENDATION: Partial Approval with Conditions
Send Back for Changes - Horse Farm Parcel

STAFF:

APPLICABLE LAW/

REGULATIONS:

Kerrie Gallo

Natural Resources Article §8-1808.1 and COMAR
27.01.02.06

SUMMARY OF PANEL DISCUSSIONS:

The panel held a public hearing on the proposed growth allocation on January 24,2007. The
panel met again on February 2, February 7, March 2, and is meeting on March 7 to discuss
pertinent issues, review supplemental information requested by the panel and provided (by
Nancy Slepicka on behalf on Swan Point Development Company, LLC,) on behalf of the County
as outlined in the letter from the County Attomey, Roger Fink, dated February 22,2007. The
panel received copies of this correspondence on February 23,2007. As requested by the panel,
this memo siunmarizes the panel's discussions on specific areas of concem and proposes
conditions for the panel to consider as recommendations to the full Commission.

General Conditions

On February 13,2007, Commission staff sent a letter to the Coimty requesting clarification on
particular outstanding items. On February 22,2007, Commission staff received a letter from the
developer's attomey, Nancy Slepicka, followed by a letter from the Charles Coimty Attomey,
Roger Fink. The Coimty Attomey's letter endorsed the entire contents of the letter from the
developer, including without limitation, the five conditions of growth allocation approval
proposed by the developer. The panel reviewed this information and while some of the proposed
conditions may have adequately addressed some of the outstanding issues and concems, the
panel preferred to develop their own specific conditions as set forth in this supplemental panel
report.















May 10, 2024 
 
It is unfortunate that during their work session following the Planning 
Commission’s public hearing on Docket 250, the P.C. never addressed 
public concerns with raising the height of Swan Point Blvd to over 6’. The 
BoCC must be sure that these concerns are addressed, before you 
approve the amended and restated Docket 250. These concerns include: 
 

• Potential flooding in the Holy Ghost cemetery 
• Issues of ingress and egress for the residents of Swan Point, 

Mathews Manor, and Woodland Point during storm events.  
• Removing the requirement that in an emergency, the 10’ shoulders 

along Swan Point Blvd. can be used to carry traffic, exacerbating the 
problem that there is only one way in and out of the Swan Point 
Peninsula. 

• Potential flooding of property along Neal Sound and Cuckhold Creek. 
 

There are additional edits and amendments that must be included in this 
document before you approve it. With the exception of the suggested edits 
concerning view corridors, it is the intent of the proposed edits that should 
be included, not necessarily the exact text provided.  

 
100’ Critical Area Buffer: 
 

• All references to the 100’ Critical Area Buffer along the Potomac 
River must include text that clearly describes the location of the 
Buffer, and the waterward edge of the Buffer, which is the Mean 
High-Water Line certified by MDE in 2007. 

• Docket 250 must note that the Swan Point Development Company 
holds the title to the 100’ Critical Area Buffer, and the title to land 
below the 2007 MHWL is vested in the State of Maryland, held in 
trust for the benefit of the residents of the State. 

 
Public Access: 

 
While it is true that public access is has been described in two documents 
separate from the subject Docket 250 Zoning Indenture, the fact that SPDC 
is not in compliance with the 2015 Memorandum of Agreement, suggests 



 that the language from the 2015 MOA between SPDC and the County 
should also appear in Docket 250 including: 

Access to the Shoreline will be provided to the general public at the 
same time it is opened and provided to the Swan Point Community 
and to the visitors and patrons of the Swan Point Resort or within 2 
years of “substantial completion’ approval of Potomac Breeze Drive. 
The conjunction used is OR, not AND. 
 

View Corridors:  
There is nothing in the criteria of the Critical Area Laws that permits the 
construction of View Corridors. The CAC allows some flexibility when an 
applicant is establishing a Buffer where one does not exist, by permitting 
the applicant to provide a fully forested Buffer with a few areas of lower-
lying vegetation or understory cover to provide some view of the water. 
However, no understory clearing for a view is permitted. The first 
sentence of Docket 250 §4 Buffer B. iv. Must be amended to end after the 
word vegetation.  Docket 250 §4 Buffer B. iv. No clearing of undergrowth, 
other than the removal of dead and decaying vegetation. , shall be allowed 
except selected tree limb trimming and limited understory clearing of view 
corridors, subject to site plan approval. Indigenous ground cover is to be 
preserved and enhanced in all areas except for the provision of a limited 
number of community pedestrian trails constructed on crushed stone, oyster 
shell, or other similar pervious surfaces.  
 

Submitted as a part of this testimony is a copy of the March 7, 2007 Critical 
Area Commission Supplemental Panel Report. This document notes (page 
5) the location of the Buffer and the need for trails through the buffer be 
open to the public.  
 
Submitted by: 
Nancy Schertler 
 


