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Consultants presentation about Maryland Airport Land Use Study - JAN 14th 2015 - Indian Head Pavilion

 The new Airport runway was put in place in 2013. 
 The improvements were a 4600-foot Runway 


Scroll to minute 27:00   the main point of the consultant’s presentation  ... 
does the consultant recommend additional employment land around the airport ... that is the question. 

The study area is about 6000 acres of land (actually 5941 acres) inside a one-mile radius of the airport.  Of the study area, 1200 acres are already developed and of the developed employment land there are 274 Acres, 212 of that are made up by the airport itself.   
There are a thousand acres of undeveloped employment land in the study area, 
so there is a good deal of employment land available.  

 In the 6000 acres study area 40% of the land is protected by the state that's 2400 acres.
  
Scroll to minute 29:00   The environment.  
..." sensitive areas no question about it - it all drains South to Mattawoman Creek and a very important factor is that stream border -  I call it an important stream on the east side - north and south along the edge of the airport, it's a natural barrier for the airport."   
 
The study area contains: 
State Wetland of special State concern 
State Watershed of special State concern 
State Mattawoman wildlands 
State stronghold watershed 
State targeted ecological areas 
Fish and Wildlife Chesapeake Bay Rivers National Refuge 
The Indian Head Rail Trail.  

Scroll to minute 31:43 
Major development requires the public and water. 
Mattawoman Interceptor runs along the rail trail at the bottom of the hill.   
The county is now studying extending a sewer line and they want to know what our recommendation is …  and because it is obviously an expensive project ... so the question is ...is it justified?  
 
 Market Issues- the study looks inside and outside the fence and the question they asked is … what would be attracted to an airport with a 4300-foot landing strip?  
The longer landing strip has the advantage over the shorter Landing Strip is that the longer one allows additional types of aircraft to use the runway.   But there are challenges because it is inside the Special Flight Rules area for Washington DC ... that's a protective barrier around security areas and so the uses are more limited.  There are two protective barriers and Maryland Airport is inside the most protective barrier of the two.  
MD Airport has the asset of instrument Landing.  

The consultants contacted 
 Maryland State Office of Economic Development.   They wanted to find out if there were any unmet needs for the Department of Defense regarding airports around this area.  There is no need right now.   
The fact that there's not much residential around the airport is an asset because residential is not what you want around an airport.   
 
Scroll to minute 40:50  …” outside the fence is a little more limited. 
 The airport is more an economic development tool than it is an economic development driver.”   (then, an example of how you know it's good for people that live nearby or work nearby and have an airport so that they have an airplane... so they can keep the airplane.   
“ in terms of driving businesses, it would be a tool used to recruit rather than something to draw people in”  

Scroll to minute 42:00   “in the long-term the reality is,  the airport itself isn't going to generate any need for any additional employment-based land.”    

Scroll to minute 42:59 what the airport needs are a 5000-foot Runway but the Consultants believe that the FAA would not even consider extending the runway because of the environmental constraints but the consultant noted that Insurance companies like corporate jets to have a 5000-foot Runway. 
This rezoning may answer their length runway problem! 

 

