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Criminal Justice Reform in Charles County – Submission 

Thank you, Commissioners, for providing this platform to hear from the residents of Charles County.

On behalf of the members of the Master’s Child Church, located in Indian Head, Maryland, I submit this statement as a testament to the fact that the Charles County faith community is and will continue to be the beacon of light for ALL residents.
As many will state today during this forum, George Floyd’s murder was so gut wrenching, horrendous and egregious that it sparked a global outrage.  The officers involved in his murder should be charged  and evicted to the extent of the law, and we must never forget what we all witnessed.  

To that end, faith leaders and quite frankly, all citizens have a moral obligation to demand fair and equitable policing.  Policing can’t be one-sided.  The current criminal justice laws in Charles County are precise, however, developing and implementing a “criminal justice advocacy” group made up of Charles County residents will help unpack possible hidden policies and laws that will bring about change for all residents.
Additionally, there’s been quite a bit of discussions about “Defunding the Police”.  I would argue that this is not the sentiments of faith leaders.  However, we would like to re-evaluate how much we spend on policing and possibly reallocate funds for more crime preventative services to include community supportive services, mental health services and youth services.  Charles County would undoubtedly realize more positive outcomes which creates a more harmonious and cohesive experience amongst all Charles County residents. 
Lastly, the Sherriff’s office of Charles County should continue to provide more community policing, hiring residents of Charles County for current job opportunities and continue discussions with faith leaders on how to eradicate ongoing systemic issues.  
Respectfully Submitted,
Cheryl Robinson,

Executive Pastor
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