
RE: Against the 2016 Comprehensive Plan Amendment (that destroys land protections) and Related 
Industrial Use Zoning Changes 

Dear Commissioners, 

I’m writing to you today to express my dismay that you continue to exploit the Bryans Road community 
for private gain.  This peninsula is a unique place, much like other places surrounded by water, but has a 
history that goes back to the very beginning of colonization.  My research reviewing Soil Surveys, Census 
information and AgCensus information confirms what you already know.  This county is historic, still 
retains many of it’s natural resources, and the population of African Americans has continuously been 
about 50% throughout it’s history, but that doesn’t mean it’s been equal.  Equality isn’t just about 
providing a school.  It’s about ensuring the entire population of Bryans Road has clean air and clean 
water – so they don’t have health problems as a result of living there.  It’s about providing a secure 
place, where families can thrive and live in pursuit of happiness. 

I lived in Chelsea Manor Phase 1, right next to the forest.  I saw the poor building practices that moved 
the pond that already existed next door, so they could fit more houses onto their map and make more 
money.  The result is a dry stream, that used to feed a wetland, but now is the only way for floodwater 
to overflow out of the community when flooding occurs.   These man-made replacement stormwater 
ponds bring mosquitos into the community, making it so communities must expose children and pets to 
pesticides for control and do nothing but gather trash. 

At Chelsea Manor, TWO special exceptions were approved by the county leadership.  One allowed an 
exception from the mixed-use retail requirements of the zoning for the development.  The second 
allowed the developer to pass on the cost of running county sewer and water lines into the new 
community to the families that bought homes.  As a result, families pay about $1000 each year for 10 
years, plus they pay the high costs of sewer and water charged by the county, plus they pay for Zone 3 
Flood Insurance (another $500 a year), plus high HOA fees to maintain these inadequate stormwater 
control measures.  There hasn’t been a real flood in Bryans Road in the last decade, but this year is a 
textbook year to start to worry. 

This week is Climate Change week in New York City, where the world is acknowledging what Climate 
Scientists have been saying since before I learned that Global Warming was happening.  The world is on 
track to keep warming, ice is melting, ocean currents are changing and together this will create higher 
sea-levels.  Salt-water intrusion from the Bay and the River has already begun, as evidenced by the high 
sodium concentrations in the well water supplied to Bryan’s Road.  This well water, while free to the 
county, costs each family in the community.  Rising sea-levels will push the Chesapeake Bay, the 
Potomac and all the tributaries back up onto the land.  Even Realtor.com has a flood zone map.  Adding 
an industrial area in the middle of this flood zone, which already closes local roads with any heavy rain, 
will flood out these communities in the end.  Saddling each family with a host of new burdens and 
challenges that flooding will bring, due to your choices today. 

I’m including several recent news articles talking about the latest research about Environmental Justice 
for BIPOC communities.  Highways, industrial sites, a lack for trees and clean infrastructure have been 
adversely effecting communities of color around this country for our entire history.  Airport 
infrastructure like sewage, water, and other related buildings, will only impact this community in 
negative ways: 

• More traffic pollution near homes and schools 
• More air pollution from increased activity at the airport near homes and schools 
• Even more noise pollution from air traffic near homes and schools 



• More pollutants being dropped onto the floodplain of Mattawoman Creek potentially 
contaminating the groundwater that residents depend on. 

The airport and surrounding industrial development benefit private investors, not the families in this 
area.  Allowing rich people with private jets to fly into Bryans Road instead of DC to avoid paying taxes 
and fees, only shifts the burden of environmental costs for those planes to the people of Bryans Road.  
To force them to pay the taxes that fund the infrastructure for private economic development, while 
they still pay for their own infrastructure, is outrageous. 

I’m including some Realtor.com maps for your reference which show the huge impact that this decision 
will definitely have on the children and families of this community.  I hope you can provide equally 
concrete evidence of ways these same families will benefit from your amendment that outweigh these 
obviously adverse impacts and costs that will occur on the community health and wellbeing. 

Map 1 - Current Traffic tracked in the ‘rural’ Bryans Road Area via Realtor.com: 

 

Map 2 (left):  Bike Lanes in the Bryans Road Area 

Map 3 (below):  Restaurant Amenities in the Bryans 
Road Area, obviously concentrated at already 
developed retail and industrial sites. 



 

 

 

Map 4 (below left):  Noise Pollution already affecting families without this amendment. 

Map 5 (below right):  Schools in the Bryans Road area affected by this amendment. 

 

Map 6:  Flood Zones already in existence before sea-level rise. 

 



I moved away from Bryans Road because I didn’t want to live in a polluted community.  The generation 
station near me is closing.  It’s up to you to protect the health and well-being of this community.  If you 
continue to break down the WCD causing even more flooding and pollution in Bryans Road, it will be 
your name in the New York Times talking about the corruption that leads to unhealthy black 
communities. 

 

Sincerely, 

Laurie Snow 
B.S. Biology- Microbiology and Ecology 
M.S. Bioinformatics 
 
and Robin Snow 
16705 Persica Ln, Hughesville, MD 20637 

 

Enclosures below: 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/05/27/climate/us-cities-highway-removal.html 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/28/magazine/pollution-philadelphia-black-americans.html 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/08/24/climate/racism-redlining-cities-global-warming.html 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/28/climate/air-pollution-minorities.html 
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QT\YRa\uvwxyzw{wx	|}~ _To	�̀mTU�	jRUU��{�	zwyxxw	��vvx�w�y
�RkTYmarrT�	� V̀V����y{w�	�u���{� �pỲ[sVT�	_���uvwxyzw{wx	��
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